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From: Commander, Eighth Coast Guard District
To:  Distribution

Subj: COLLECTION OF FISHING VESSEL CASUALTY INFORMATION

1. In order to compensate for MSIS deficiencies in the area of CFV casualty statistics, the HQ
program manager has instituted manual data collection procedures. These procedures will
require close cooperation between CFVS examiners and Investigation departments at each
coastal MSO and MSU. Previous problems have included cases not being opened on casualties,
and incomplete information gathered on cases that were opened. Units are strongly encouraged
to maintain close and frequent contact with SAR units in their AOR to ensure that all cases are
captured. This can be most effectively done by advising watchstanders of the need to notify the
investigators of any such casualty, and in turn they or the CFVS chief examiner will notify D8
(moc-1). The desired result is to accurately gather the type of information contained in the
spreadsheet in enclosure (1). Be advised that the type of required data changes from year to
year, but the district coordinator will keep you abreast of these changes as they occur. It is
helpful to collect information beyond what is required in enclosure (1).

2. Investigation departments have full responsibility for conducting the casualty investigations,
but chief CFVS examiners need to monitor cases involving CFVs and submit the information
required by enclosure (1) in a timely fashion. Routine data consolidations will be conducted by
the district coordinator every few months. Serious cases such as deaths, major lifesaving
equipment failures that result in a vessel loss, or other special cases should be quickly assessed,
and initial information should be submitted to the district coordinator within a day or two for
forwarding to HQ.

3. This information is considered critical by HQ program managers to respond to frequent
congressional inquiries. D8 has recommended that HQ institute needed MSIS changes to ensure
that this manual data collection requirement is eventually canceled. Any questions on this
should be addressed to the CFVS Coordinator, LT Stocklin, at (504) 589-4554.
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